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Analysis of the international science foundation financing strategy for earth science

Zhang Zhigiang"** Zheng Junwei®
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Abstract Based on the systematic analysis of funding strategies of the National Science Foundation, the
UK Natural Environment Research Council, the Helmholtz Association of German Research Centers and
other international leading science foundations for earth science past 10 years, we summarize the features of
the foundations’ science funding strategies: high level of discipline development strategy research results
lead and guide the discipline funding planning; specification of the research work organization mechanism
and strict quality control process to ensure the high level research; the prospective, insight and logic char-
acteristics of subject strategy research and planning is significantly; development strategy and funding plan
increasing emphasis on social development application of achievements in scientific research in earth sci-
ence. We also summarize six development trends in earth science, and put forward enlightenments and sug-

gestions on funding strategy for China’s Earth Science.

Key words earth science; development strategies; funding strategy; science foundations.
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